“To Finish is to Win:”

The First Annual Louisiana State Arthropod
Museum Mad Dog Marathon
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common complaint in insect tax-
Aonomy classes is that the required
insect collection is “too hard” in one
aspect or another; i.e. too many families are
OANOEOAAN EQ30 AERTEADI0 TOE TDTOOEAIA 0T 00AAI
to a good collecting location, or it requires
too much time to complete. Despite the
warnings and help from instructors and
teaching assistants (TAs), some students
010 T AOATD £AE1 OEA ATO00A AARAGOA TEA AEO TAI
ATTIAAOETTS 4EA AOOETO0N ATOE COAAGAOA 000-
dents at Louisiana State Arthropod Museum
(LSAM), tested the merit of these complaints
in afun, interesting, and engaging way. This
ATARAGTO <A0 AROATTDAA 0T AOOAGO ETx
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and properly curated in 24 hours, while lim-
EOETC TOO ATTIARGETC OATCA G1 OEA OTEOAOGEU
campus. A desire to engage the faculty and
students in the Department of Entomology;,
aswell as other departments on campus and
OEA DOAIEA AQ TAOCAN TAA 0O 0T AOAAOA OEA —AA
Dog Marathon competition.
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ETOAAQ ATTIARGETTH AAOAA TT AOA0OEOU ATA
ODARE T AT POADAOAOETTH ATOIA AR AOOA T AIAA
in a single day at a single site. The data we
gathered show that the requirements of a
traditional insect taxonomy course are not,
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Background: “Insect Collection Theory”

One of the most important and funda-
mental skills all entomologists must possess
£0 OEA AAFIEOD T EAATOEEU 0T OT TA TAATETCEON
1AOAINOEA FA THIU OATE FO ATTOATEATOQ ATA BOA-
OAOOA ETOAR) ODAAE T ATOS 4EE0E0 000A < EAGEAO
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new species, an ecologist conducting acom-
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DAOGEAGIAQ AT AT AQOATOETT ACATON T0 AGAT
AT AgOAO TETAGTO —EOEAATOMEAACET TOET ATU T
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annoying to catastrophic. All researchers
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Like most entomology departments, ours
AQ , TOEOEATA 30A0A STEOAOGEOU §, 350 0ANOE0AO
graduate students to take a course in insect
taxonomy, which has an insect collection
component. Insect Taxonomy is taught in
OEA OPOETC TF TAAZTO TAAOAA UAAQO ATA OEA
insect collection accounts for half of the
course grade. The insect collection grade is
AAGAATT DTET00 £10 AAAE ATOOAAGIU EAATOETEAA
FATA ATOOAAOIU OPATIAAQ #A TEICH AEGROCEOU T8
ODAREAQ < EOEET £A T EIEAGI DOTDAO DOACACOACETT
FOETTETCI AIATET AORK DOTPAQ TAAAIETCH ATA
TOROAIT POAOATOAGETT Tk OEA ATIIAAOETTS 4EA
ATIAROETT 1000 AIOT AA 000TAA ET TT 0ETAs
AEA TETENOT 0AQTTT WEA AFOAOOEOU OANOEOA-
TATO F10 700 016 ATTIAAGETTO 0 AATO0 pgrt
families.
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in three taxonomy classes (MLF: fall of 2000
[Stephen W. Wilson, Central Missouri State
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000AATO0 T OOAAAOOEOA ATAGOAC ET A FIOTAI
§—, "1 41 OPOETC ¢rmwh , 350 ATA ETAIOTAI
AAPAREOD 7A EAOA ETOTA OEAG AAODEOA All
of the efforts, warnings, and help from
ETO000AGTO0 4101 ATA OAGAOATO T OEA AIAGOH
a consistently high percentage of students
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the course as a result of a low collection
grade. A poorly made insect collection not
TTIU 0A00100 €T A 11> COAAAT ADO AIOT OAD-
OAOATO0 A =<AGOAA AZTO0 TT OEA BAO) T OEA
student, a lost opportunity to learn proper
techniques, a poor use of resources such as
PETOATATAAAI DADAG ATA O0AIACO ODARE T AT(!
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nor placed in the permanent collection, and
OEAEO TTIUDTOOEAIA OAIOAEO AQ AT AgA TDIATE
how not to prepare a specimen.

7 A EAOA EAATOREAA 0T CATAOAI AADACT-
ries of student error: technical errors and
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TATTDACO POTAIATO ET OPAAETAT ATA
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ment. Specimen preparation mistakes
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alcohol), improper pinning (e.g. pinning a
ARAGIA OEOTOGE OEA BOTTTOO T ETPOTDAO
pointing (e.g. a specimen pointed on the left
side),and poor arrangement of the specimen
FAC8 TT0 ODOAAAETC A AGQOAOMILY TO A ARAGIA
mistakes are perhaps the most frustrating,
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ETTO00 <EAA ATOAROGT IAREETC TTAAIEOU ETETO TA-
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often a result of the student’s poor record-
keeping), and incorrect orientation.

Throughout the semester, countless
examples of proper pinning, pointing, speci-
TAT ACOATCA TATON ATA TAARIETG AOA OET=T
to the students. Each student is put through
practical exercises to communicate precisely
x<EA) E0 AgPAAGAA £T0 ODAAE TAT ATA 1AAAI
preparation. At all times, proper collections
AOA AGAEIAAIA GT AARE G0OAATO £10 AT TDACE-
DIAGETOA Tr OAAETEAAT AOOTOO ET OEAEQ METAI
collection is a deep and profound mystery to
00§ 5DTT 0AGEA> T 100 000AATI0 ARAADD 0EACA
mistakes as their own (“Yep, you're right, |
PETTAA OEA) AAAGIA OEA <OTTC <AUSH

The second category, and the one we
wish to focus on for the remainder, is one of

required in constructing a collection. Time-
AOACAGETC A00T00 ETAGEOAATU 0AOOI0 ET TT0
EAOETC ATIIAAOAA ATTOCE £A TEEAGH TTO EAO-
ETC EAATOREAA OPAAE TATO AIOAAAU ATTIAAOAAR
T10 EAGETC BOTPAOIU AGOATCAA ODARE TATON
ATATTO 010 T AOAIU TT0 00A TEOETC OEA ATTIAR-
tion on time. Late collections typically occur
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specimens. Interestingly, in our experience,
thisis an area in which students rarely take
ATl 0EA AIA T As 4EA TTO0DTDOIAC AGAOOAC £T0
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to identify my specimens,” “I didn’t think it
xTOIA OAEA OT TTTC 01 TAAAI ATA AGOATCA TU
collection,” and so on.

Serendipitously, we were shown what a
dedicated student can do in a short amount
of time. In the spring of 2005, one student
of Insect Taxonomy, Dmitry “Mad Dog”
Chouljenko, performed an extraordinary
feat. The day the collection was due, the
POTDAGIU NEATAZIAAATAA ODARE TATO EA EAA
collected throughout the semester were still
ET OEA fORAUAO 10 ET AIATETTs 4EA) ARAOTITTH
EA AOOEOAA A0 OEA TOOAOT ATA AACAT bET-
ning, pointing, and spreading his specimens.
Working through the night, he made proper
TTAATEQU ATA EARTOETEAAGETT TAARIO ATA 0AT-
nomically arranged the specimens in his col-
lection. By the next morning, he presented
the instructor with an exemplary A+ collec-
tion spanning two drawers (though he was
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The Event!
4EA AGOET00 AMEAAA 0T 00ACA A *ETIE00Z

style competition at LSU as a practical

example of what kind of insect collection

AAT AA AGOATAIAA xEOE Tt TEOAA GETA ATA

resources. This had the dual purpose of

generating some empirical data on the time

ETOTIOAA £T AGOA TATETC A DOTPAO ATTIAAGET T

plus promoting the art of insect collecting to

the department and others on campus. The

rules were simple:

pQ %OAOUOEETCH AOT T ATTIARGETT 01 AT TPIA-
tion, must take place in a 24-hour time
period.

¢ 3DAAETATO TO00 TTIU AA ATIIAROAA TT
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car required). (Fig. 1)
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uQ Vil FAATEIU TATAO 1000 AA OPATIAA AT0-
rectly for credit.

o( 3DARETATO TO00 AA AGOATCAA TAAGIU ET
proper insect drawers for maximum
credit.
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mental manipulations” to illustrate the type
TE ATTIARGETT OEAQ ATOIA AA POTAOAAA CEOAT
limited time and a limited geographic area.
ET 1A00 OEAT TTA »<AAE AU 0EA AGOETO00 JATOE
COAAOAGA 00OAATO0Q #1 THACEITO0 DOTOEAAA
0EAFO T<T ATTIAAGETC ANOED TATON 10 ATO-
0T><AA ANOED TATOROT T ,31—8 , AAAI DAPAG
pins, ethyl acetate, and alcohol were do-
TAGRA AU ,31— §F Aprm ET 60PPIEAOG: 4EA
participants were six students (and student
ANGEOAIATO0Q =<E0E A EAAT ETOAOACO ET ETOAR(
collecting and entomology: the two authors,
0APEATEA *1h , AECEZYTTA , AOTT I TCZ3ATE
Park, and Erich Schoeller.

Points were awarded in the following
way:

£ pr DTETO0 £10 AAAE ATOOAAOIU EAATOETEAA
order

E v DTET00 £T0 AARE ATOOAAGIU EAATOENEAA
family

e 2 points for each series (5 or more in-
AEOEAOATO TE OEA OA TA OPAREAGT T TODET-
species)

* 1 point for each additional morphospe-
cies within a family (at the discretion of
the judges)

£ um DTET00 AGAHAAIA £10 TOAOATI NOAIEOU T
presentation

The person who earned the most points

Fig. 1. Map of the boundaries set for the Mad Dog Marathon competition.

75






