






Dickerson Park Zoo, Springfield, Missouri, 30 December 2008 
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McDonald’s across Interstate 44, Oklahoma 

Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa Oklahoma, 31 December 2008
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Look inside to see a stereo photo of Machu Picchu. 
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The Antelope Lodge , Alpine, Texas, 1 January 2009 

 

 

The ultimate living space: bed, TV, and kitchen  

all within 2 steps of  one another!  
 

 

Two burners, sink and faucet on top, mini-fridge on the bottom 
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Panther Junction, Big Bend National Park, 2 January 2009 
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Quetzalcoatlus northropi 

 

The wing bones of this species were discovered in the park by Douglas A. Lawson in 1971. The 

reconstructed wing is show in the photo below. Above is a life sized silhouette of an adult. In life the 

wingspan of this individual was nearly 40 feet. Quetzalcoatlus northropi is the largest known flying 

creature of all time.   
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Chisos Basin, Window View Trail (after lunch) 
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View of “Casa Grande” 
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Views through “The Window” 
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Beyond the Basin 
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Wide angle looking back at “Casa Grande” 

 

Mule Ears Peaks, Trailhead to Mule Ears Spring, 3 Jan. 2009 
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The Mule Ears 
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Looking back at the spring from the trail. The cottonwood tree is just above the spring.  
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Shelf fungus (pretty dry!) 
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Castolon Visitors Center 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

52



 

 
Javelina (Peccary) Skull 
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Yellow Mud Turtle 

 

 

Rio Grande and Santa Elena Canyon 
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(Briefly looking across the road from the Selena Elena overlook)  
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Emory Peak, South Rim, and Elephant Tusk. Emory Peak is 16 miles away and 1 mile higher. 

 

 

 
Back at the Canyon, Sarah’s enjoying the view. 

 

 

 
 

 

EP             SR           ET 
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Javelina!   

Tuff Canyon 
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Dinner at the High Serra Bar and Grill in the El Dorado Hotel, Terlingua, Texas 

 

 

Leaving Terlingua. We’ll now stay at the Basin Lodge, 4 January 2009 

 

Kathy’s Kosmic Kowgirl Kafe: Fantastic food and good company 

 

 

Chisos Mining Company: Motel, Real Estate Office, Curio Shop, Book Store, etc.  
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Rio Grande Overlook, Near Rio Grande Village Visitor Center 
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Candelilla: Wax from this plant is used to make cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, food coatings, etc. 

 
A becapped prickly pear cactus 
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Darkling Beetle (with a heck of a “peck mark”) playing dead 
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Fishhook Cactus 
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Boquillas Canyon Overlook 

 
Walking sticks made by locals in Mexico and left here for sale. 

 
Rio Grande 

 
Raven    
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Locals across the river 
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All natural, organic price list   
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Tough Neighborhood! These are actually used for fire training in the visitor center parking lot.  

 

 

 

Chisos Basin Lodge 

 

 
Oh Deer! In the parking lot!  
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Hiking the Laguna Meadow Trail, 5 January 2009 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
None of the deer, even on the trail, showed any fear of us. 
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Alligator Juniper Bark 

 

 

 
Pinion Pine 
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Amazingly, people were decent enough to not carve their names in the agave leaves. 

 

 
Wooly Bear Caterpillar   
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Agaves live for 30-40 years, flower once, and then die. Lots of bugs, birds, and bats visit the flowers.  

 

 

 
Pretty Lady 

 

 

 

 

79



 

 
Goofy lookin’ guy.   
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Small Mammal Poo 

 

87



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

88



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

89



 
Beetle Exit Holes 
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Mistletoe  
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Dangling agave showing roots 
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Bear Poo! 
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The trees here are short. They even have smaller leaves. 

 

 
Can you count the rings? Added bonus, beetle bore holes! 
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Look closely through the dip in the trees and you’ll see our hotel room! 

 
This is where we started our hike. 
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Footprint! Bobcat? Fox? Other? 
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Self Portrait  
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Picture taken by a nice guy that happened by along the trail.  

 
Shelf fungus on a fallen branch.  
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Lost Mine Trail, 6 January 2009 (A cold and blustery day) 
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Fossil Bone Exhibit 
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View from the Fossil Bone Exhibit 

 

 

 

Dagger Flats Auto Trail 
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Pinnacles Trail, 7 January 2009 
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View through the window 

 

 
Just right of the green water tower is our hotel.  
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The tiny fleck of odd green to the right of the branch near the  

middle of the screen: that’s where we started!  
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More Bear Poo!  
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